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LETTER 
FROM THE 
EDITORS 


Last summer we had the pleasure of traveling to the Dirty 
South to table at the Southern Comfort Conference, a 
three day event for trans* people thats been around for 24 
years strong. In our time there, we met so many handsome 
and charming guys (Southern hospitality is a real thing) that 
really defined community in a way we had never 
experienced in our cities. If only OP was 1000 pages long, 
you'd be able to see the vast love and respect they have for 
each other and the authentic, diverse community that 
exists in ATL. 


In this issue you will see gentlemen that currently reside in 
the Atlanta area and James Darling, who was born and 
bred on sweet tea and cornbread, right outside of Atlanta. 
Most of the guys featured in this issue spend their time 
really trying to build community and brotherhood in a way 
that speaks to a desire for real connectedness and support. 
Please enjoy our first city specific issue of OP! 

Y'all come back now y’hear? 


Amos and Rocco 


IT US UP! 


originalplumbing.com 
twitter.com/opmag 


facebook.com/originalplumbing 
instagram.com/originalplumbing 
originalplumbing.tumbir.com 
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Savage Pizza in Little 5 Points is a favorite among gluten-loving queers! 
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MINGO 


Name: Mingo Mugler 


Age: 24 


‘Current Location: Atlanta, GA 

Career: UPS Loader. 

Favorite thing about living in the South: The food and culture. 
Most annoying thing about living in the South: The stereotypes. 


Fashion inspirations: | just like to be comfortable and pick up things 
that catch my eye. 


Feelings on the ATL community: | feel the community down here may 
be large but can be closed off from one another. 


Ballroom category you've walked: I've walked face, sex siren, and 
Perfect 10s (which is a combination of 3 categories: face, body and 
realness or face, sex, and realness.) It can be fun. | enjoy competition, 
traveling and seeing other categories to watch others show their 
talents. You just have to remember it's supposed to be fun and 
winning isn't everything... but | do want to win. 


Last date you went on: | don't go on dates, | just go and have fun. 
hardly do the dance for two, lol. 


MINGO was photographed behind a grocery store in a strip mall somewhere on 
the outskirts of Atlanta 
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Name: Macc Rivera 
Age: 30 


Current Location: | reside in Atlanta but was born and raised in 
Brooklyn NY. 


Career: My career is in the Banking Industry (financial services sector), 
which supports me financially. But my passion is photography and 
acting. | started my own photography business, and recently built my 
own studio. | am also an actor on the web series called Momma‘z Boi. 
The series presents a realistic view of the LGBTQ community, Its intent 
is to highlight the many spectrums of personalities and challenges that 
come along with being brave enough to stand up and be comfortable in 
your own skin. | am very proud to be a part of such a groundbreaking 
venture. We often get compared to major productions such as Noah’s 
Arc and DL. Chronicles and are currently considering contracts with 
major networks. I'm super excited! 


Favorite thing about living down South: The cost of living and job 
opportunities. Coming from New York, you really learn to appreciate 
the amount of house you get for your buck. New York has its glitz 

and glamor, but Atlanta has come up a long way. Atlanta is the new 
Hollywood of the South. You never know who you will meet or bump 
into while you're out. It is a daily occurrence to encounter a movie being 
filmed here. 


Most annoying thing about living down South: Bible Belt mentality. 
Atlanta is considered a mecca for the LGBTQ community and minorities. 
The city is even known as “Chocolate City” and was home to the civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. That said, if you travel 50 miles 
outside of Atlanta in any direction, you will encounter prejudice and 
closed mindedness reminiscent of the 1960s. 


Define “Community”: | would define community 2s a close network 
of people that support one another. Growing up in New York, | 
encountered a lot of support programs that were dedicated to assisting 
the LBGTQ community. | was still young when | moved to Atlanta and 
was offered the same support here as well 


Favorite beverage when you are out for the night: | do not drink as 
much when | am out because I’m often the designated driver. So if | am 
driving, | would swig on a couple of Corona with lime. Now if | am at the 
house or not driving, my favorite drink would be Henny and Coke. 


Best pick-up line you've ever used: | actually never had to use a 
pick-up line. | am the type that sits back and observes. Honestly, women 
are always the one to approach me. | guess | am shy, and quite intimidated 
by a beautiful woman. However, | find that eye contact works best. 


MACC was photographed at the Atlanta Eagle 
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Name: Javon 


Age: 24 

Current Location: Atlanta, GA 

Career: Technology Associate 

Favorite thing about living in the South is.... Southern Hospitality. 


Most annoying thing about living in the South is... the lack of 
diversity in the LBGTQ community. 


Being trans in ATL... is challenging. | think that it’s actually opening 
up a little bit for the trans here. 


Favorite spot to hang out in ATL... is Little 5 Points. 


If you were planning a second date, you would go to... 
Dave and Busters. | like to have fun and | would like to see that 
person's fun side as well. 


If you couldn't live in ATL you would relocate to... California. 


JAVON was photographed in Little 5 Points 
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ONYX Southeast is a leather club for men 
of color and the largest and longest existing 
fraternity of its kind. We met up with three 
members during our time Down South. 
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OPTIMUS 


Name: Optimus / Raymond Walker III 

Age: 31 

Current Location: Decatur, Georgia 

Career: Configuration Management Engineer (think IT Professional) 


Favorite thing about living in the South: My favorite thing about 
living in the South is providing the Southern hospitality that people 
from elsewhere are always hearing about. It’s just the way we are - we 
recognize and speak to each other on the street and can hold entire 
conversations in line at the grocery store. We're just downright friendly! 


What was the first thing you said this morning: “My good boy.” 
Pretty much no matter what my dog Chill does, by the time we get 
back in from our morning walk he is “my good boy.” 


Most annoying thing about living in the South: Mosquitoes...but the 
capacity for closed mindedness comes in close second. Mosquitoes 
you can’t quite walk away from. - 


Define “Community”: | define Community as a group of entities with 
similar and overlapping interests, principles and/or desires that live out 
their interdependence in positive and supportive ways. | say entities 
because Community can be made of more than just individuals, there 
are businesses, support groups, and clubs that | believe can be part of 
community. 


Favorite article of clothing: My favorite article of clothing is a bur- 
gundy thermal shirt - it’s just so comfortable and can pretty much be 
worn anywhere. 


Favorite body part: My favorite body part on me would have to be my 
eyes - they get a lot of my “talking” accomplished for me, My favorite 
body part on someone else is based on the person. 
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DR. STRANGE 


Age: 37 
Current Location: Atlanta, GA 
Career: Human Rights Defender 


Favorite thing about living in the South: | love 
Southern charm, Southern vernacular and the resil- 
ience of People of Color throughout the South. 


What was the first thing you said this morning: 
“Thank G-d for another day!” 


Most annoying thing about living in the South: 
Hearing people outside the South describe the 
South in a way that dismisses the history, culture, 
progress and people that keep pushing and sustain- 
ing change. 


Define “Community”: A beautiful meshing of 
diverse principled people who have shared values, 
respectful exchanges and uplift and support the 
transformation of each other collectively and indi- 
vidually with love, grace and style. 


Favorite article of clothing: Clothing??? 
Favorite body part: Eyes 
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BOY DANA 


INTERVIEWED BY JAMES DARLING 


How long have you been in Atlanta? 13 years, however it’s been my 
home since around 1997. my Master at the time lived in Atlanta, so i'd 
travel from South Carolina weekly to visit. But finally moved here in 2001. 


Js your use of the lowercase “i” intentional? Yes, intentional! 


What's it like to be a trans man in the South? As a trans man, not 
bad. Now as a black man, that’s a different story. i can't hide the fact 
that i'm black, But no one would know i was trans unless i outed myself. 
Living in Atlanta makes it easier to be trans in the South. i say that 
because there is an amazing community here and | have access to 
great health care providers who are coo! to the trans* community. 


What communities are you a part of? Queer, leather, trans”, biker. 


Do you feel accepted in your communities? Yes, i do. i make ita 
point not to waste my energy where i'm not wanted, 


You're involved in the kink/leather community in Atlanta, how has 
kink or leather influenced your experience of community? i've been 
very involved in the leather community since the mid 90's and it has 
completely shaped who i am today. It was a space where i could be 
referred to in male pronouns and be female bodied and no one blinked 
an eye. A space where i first met other trans folks, peaple with fluid 
genders and sexualities. No boxes. A space where i felt myself... my own 
normal. A space where people helped each other out in hard times. 


Finding others who are freaky and scandalous like myself is fabulous! 
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What do you enjoy about kink/leather? 
i enjoy the freedom. The freedom to live 
out my deep dark fantasies... everyday. 


Do you have a day job? Are you 
out at work? 
Business Intelligence. Out to a few. 


How’d you get involved in modeling? 

A sexy guy from Toronto thought i'd look 
hot wearing his gear and/or him! LOL! 
Before transitioning, i never thought about 
modeling or walking around half naked or 
less, But now, i love how ji look. i finally 
feel sexy! So why not share my sexiness 
with the rest of the world? 


What other interests or hobbies do 
you have? 

i LOVE yoga! j first started in 2008 when 
my late partner gave me a gift card toa 
local studio. After my first class, i was: 
hooked! Hot yoga is my favorite practice. 
Mmmm...sweat! | keep entertaining the 
thought of getting certified to teach. i also 
ride motorcycles! i own a Custom 
Kawasaki Vulcan 900. 


What is your favorite part about living 
in the South? 

The slow and lazy summers, rich history 
and cuisine. i’m pretty good in the 
kitchen and enjoy re-creating recipes 
from my childhood...with a healthier twist. 
Atlanta has so much amazing history, 
you'd be a fool to pass up exploring it. 
And a lot of it is free to the public! 


What has been the most challenging 
part of living in the south? 

Being a black man. Which is a reason i 
‘still have not changed my gender marker. 
Out of fear of getting thrown into jail, no 
questions asked because you matched 
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description, with cisgender men. Ummm, 
i still have a pussy. Not quite the consensual 
gang bang scene i might fantasize about. 


Many people perceive the South to be 
“backwards” politically, especially 
when it comes to race and sexuality, 
but do you find it's more difficult to be 
a trans man of color in the South than 
in other areas of the country? 

i think if i'd stayed in South Carolina, my 
experience as a trans man of color would 
be pretty bad. It was bad enough being 
queer, kinky and black there, which is why 
i got the hell out. But, | think i'm spoiled 
by living in Atlanta, granted i do live inside 
the perimeter. So, i'm able to hang in 
areas that cater to queer folks. 


Do you ever travel to fulfill 

your desires? 

i travel often and my Dominant is from 
Canada. i met Her in San Francisco at 
Internatonal Ms. Leather. If you are able, i 
think it's good to travel to other events 
and support each other. Wonderful oppor- 
tunities to mix things up. And you never 
know who you might meet! Found my 
best friends and playmates at events 
around the country. 


What about being trans brings you joy? 
Loving the man staring back at me in the 
mirror everyday. 


Dana was photographed in Little 5 Points, 


Dr. Strange and Optimus were photographed at the 
Atlanta Eagle, a traditional leather and levi bar that is 
sweaty, sexy and welcoming to all. with @ 24 hour 
Krispy Kreme across the street! Just sayin’. 
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ONYX 


BY RAYMOND WALKER Ill 


ONYX Southeast was formed in August 1999 to provide education, 
fraternization, and serve as the bridge for Men of Color to the greater 
Leather community. We are the Atlanta-based chapter of the larger 
National Organization, ONYX, serving membership and community 
needs in the southeast region of the United States. ONYX is the 
longest existing Leather club for People of Color. We are known for 
our hospitality and our infamous annual events, such as our ONYX 
Leather Dance at International Mr. Leather in Chicago and our ONYX 
Cocktail Party at Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend in Washington 
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Along with providing space for Men of 
Color to learn and grow within the Leather 
community, ONYX Southeast humbly 
serves the larger community. We provide 
support and assistance to the Leather, 
LGBT, and People of Color communities. 
Our most recent focus has been the 
support of Lost ‘N Found Youth, an 
Atlanta-based nonprofit corporation whose 
mission is to take homeless LGBT youths 
to age 26 off the street and transition them 
into more permanent housing. 


With such a heart and focus on the LGBT 
community, it should come as no surprise 
that ONYX Southeast offers Full Brother 
membership to Gay, Bisexual, and FTM 
(female-to-male) Men of Color. We offered 
Full Brother membership to our first FTM 
Brother, boy Dana, in 2005. Boy Dana got 
acquainted with the Brothers of ONYX 
Southeast in 2000 when they asked him as 
Georgia Leatherboy to assist with the 
Leather panel discussion hosted by ONYX 
Southeast at Atlanta Black Gay Pride. At 
the time boy Dana had not yet physically 
transitioned into the man he is today, but 
was fully embraced by the Brothers as a 
leader in the Leather community. Some 
years later after having stepped away from 
the community to handle the business of 
physical transition, boy Dana reemerged 
into the Leather community and met the 
Brothers of ONYX Southeast once again at 
a Leather panel discussion at Atlanta Black 
Gay Pride. Much like before, the Brothers 
embraced boy Dana and remained open to 
learning and understanding transgender 
identity. There were teaching moments 
and one-on-one conversations along the 
journey but in the end boy Dana found a 
Leather Brotherhood in ONYX Southeast 
that only expanded as he met, worked 

and played with Brothers from the other 
ONYX chapters. 
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| became a Full Brother of ONYX 
Southeast in 2010. Much like the 
membership level suggests ONYX 
Southeast is a Brotherhood. We are similar 
to other fraternal organizations in that we 
connect with and care for each other like 
family. As a member of ONYX I can go to 
any other city where there is an ONYX 
chapter and know that I can count on 
experiencing the same kind of 
Brotherhood | experience in my home 
chapter. When | am looking for support 
and encouragement as | venture out in the 
Leather community my ONYX Brothers are 
always there. They were instrumental in 
helping me prepare to compete for and 
subsequently win the title of Mr SouthEas: 
LeatherFest 2013 and are providing the 
same as | prepare to compete at 
International Mr Leather in May 2014. 
Currently | am serving my second year as 
President and fourth year as an Executive 
Board member of ONYX Southeast and | 
am FTM. The FTM Men of ONYX are just 
as involved in the organization as any of 
the other Men. All Brothers are 
accountable to the needs of the 
organization and serve in whatever 
capacity they are able and desire. 


| am forever grateful for boy Dana's journey 
with ONYX, as he opened up a path of 
Leather community possibility that may 
have otherwise taken many more years to 
discover. After having realized that | 
needed to embark on my own Leather 
journey it was a wonderful experience to 
have the immediate acceptance of my 
particular gender experience in a club right 
here in my own city. ONYX Southeast has 
been doing something for years that even 
some government and medical sectors 
haven't been able to do: accept 
transgender males as men and grant them 
every right therein. 


Vortex Bar and Grillis a self desoribed “Official Idiot Free 
Zone.” But don’t take our word for it. 


~. -BY.COURTNEY-TROUBLE: 
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ames Darling is a trans man, a femi- 
nist pornographer, and a Southern 
boy at heart. Here's what he learned 
by growing up in the South, and what 
he’s learned about leaving 


JAMES: | spent most of my life in Georgia 
before moving to the Bay Area. | grew up in Marietta, about 
an hour north of Atlanta. It's known for the Big Chicken, a 
restaurant with a giant robotic chicken on top of it that has 
eyes that circle and a beak that moves. That’s how 
everybody tells directions in that town, it’s always “a mile 
east of the Big Chicken. 


COURTNEY: When did you move to the big city? 
As soon as | turned 18 | hightailed it to Atlanta to live and 
find community. The first thing | ever went to where | was 
able to see other queer people was Atlanta Pride, when I 
was 16. It was such a phenomenal feeling to be surrounded 
by other gay people even if we were coming from such 
different places. Just to have access to other people who 
have experienced similar struggles and discrimination and 
“rT harassment that I did in high school. That was my first 
gr access. 
Who was one of the t trans men you met? 
The first trans man | met was Sir Jesse who ran Trans & 
Friends and if it wasn’t for him | don't know where | would 
be today, Through him I also heard about Sister's Room, a 
lesbian bar in Decatur. It's the best lesbian bar I’ve ever 
been too. | snuck through the back, climbed up a fence, 
jumped on a tree, and climbed down into the back. That 
was the first time | saw people who identify as femme, first 
time | saw stripping or burlesque, and the first time | saw a 
- ~*~ trans man, PeeWee Hyman, he was performing that night. 
He was an influence for the kind of masculinity that | aspire 
to. Incredibly dapper, a gentlemen. He always sang old soul 
and R&B songs, always wore the best 3 piece suits. | 
wanted to look like that. 


> J How did you start the technical aspects of your 


transition in the South? 


* 1 found out about everything through message boards. 
What do iss the most about There was a doctor who would prescribe testosterone 


ingin the South? ™@™ without a referral. I didn't have insurance, so it was 
é 4 incredibly expensive. He said no, that | was 18 and too 
WA E HOUSE! _ young to know what | wanted and worried he would get 
<4 q 
° 
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sued. This happened several times, with 
therapists and other doctors. Thinking they 
might understand why | would need 
access to hormones, | decided to go to an 
abortion clinic, where | had heard a trans 
identified person was working. I'm really 
grateful they were able to help me. A lot of 
guys have stories like mine, and many have 
gone unmonitored or under the radar. 


Robert Eads, who lived in a small town 
in Georgia like you, died in 1999 after 
dozens of doctors refused him treat- 
ment for ovarian cancer, because of 
stigma around his trans status anda 
lack of trans health education at that 
time and in that state. Have things 
gotten any better? 

Eads was a stealth guy who lived in a small 
North Georgia town, though in the 90s. 
resources weren't much better anywhere 
else. The clinic | went to (the Feminist 
Women's Health Center) now offers the 
Trans Health Initiative was was launched in 
his honor as part of the Southern Comfort 
Conference. They offer gyno care and 
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cancer screenings to trans men, among 
other support. 


Southern Comfort is a conference that 
happens in Atlanta every year. It’s a very 
different kind of conference than the Philly 
‘Trans Health Conference or Gender 
Odyssey. It's very old school. | went, and it 
was a lot for my little punk rock gender- 
queer pink haired self, they did not know 
what to do with me. But it was my first 
exposure to a lot of trans people. 


What was good about being queer in 
the South? 

The South is a place where people take 
community and family very seriously. We 
see fundraisers for people’s top surgeries 
or things like that everywhere, but not ina 
way where we make sure this person is 
taken care of even after the benefit is over. 
People really stand up for each other and 
really follow through in a way that | don’t 
always see in a lot of other cities. The 
queer community is resilient, that’s what 
happens when you have a lack of resourc- 
es and have to figure out a way to carve 


out a space for yourself. That resiliency 
made a huge impression on me. 


What was bad about being a queer in 
the South? 

It was hard because at the time people had 
very rigid ideas of what it meant to be a 
masculine person, like what kinds of 
people you're supposed to date. | definitely 
fell outside of that, | was very interested in 
men. I didn't fall into the butch/femme 
community rules, so that was something | 
really struggled with. I think that has 
changed a lot. There's a new generation of 
queer people there now. 


Would you ever consider going back? 
{think about it a lot. | definitely think | will 
come home eventually. There will always 
be a spot in my heart for Atlanta. 


Where should queers go when they visit 
Atlanta? 

Charis Books, one of the few remaining 
feminist book stores in the country, always 
have great events, you might even see 
Alice Walker there! They were one of my 
first safe spaces as a young queer person. 
Also, Atlanta has such amazing food. Soul 
Veg has the best vegan mac and cheese 
I've ever had. My favorite gay bar in the 
whole wide world is Mary's in East Atlanta. 
It's a tiny neighborhood gay bar. They have 
drag shows and a stripper pole. The walls 
are red glitter. [here's taxidermy animals 
covered in gemstones, and velvet 
paintings. 


What do you miss the most about living 
in the South? 

Waffle House! [laughing] | mean! Let's get 
real. Waffle House was a 24 hour commu- 
nity space. I've had so many late night 
conversations with friends there. | also 
miss the seasons, and | miss my friends 
and family down there. 


What would your porn site 
FTMFUCKER.com be like if you 


filmed it in the South? 

Being a Southerner really shaped my 
sexuality, Having little competent sexual 
education and a lot of religious shame 
meant learning how to have sex in my body 
that felt affirming and good mostly on my 
own. I think that DIY ethic really carried 
over into my porn work where if something 
was missing or wasn't working | figured a 
way to do it. | have shot a few trans guys 
from the south on FIMFUCKER. I love 
queers from the South, they are very 
strong and beautiful, and there's good 
reason people call this place the Dirty 
South! If | tried to shoot only in the South 
you would see porn made in magnolia 
trees, Spanish moss and old cemeteries, 
debutants and dapper dandies, old trucks 
and rough and tumble country boys... 
Damn, [laughing] why haven't | made this 
happen yet? 


James Darling was photographed in Port Costa, 
CA—an old sailor town now famous for it's haunted 
hotels with brothel histories. 


JAMES DARLING 
APPROVED 
TRANS RESOURCES 
IN ATLANTA: 


Trans & Friends at Charis 
Books & More 


Alphabet Soup Atlanta: alphabetsoupatlanta,com 


TILTT Transgender 
Individuals Living Their Truth tit.arg 


Trans Health Initiative, 
contact Sybastian 404-929-1742 
transhealth @feministcenter.org 


Lost-n-Found Youth: 
lost-n-found.org 
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Imost fifteen years ago now, | stopped for the night in Athens, 
GA on my way to NYC and didn't leave for another 12 years. 
As a queer person from Miami, | never thought that! would find 
the first place | could truly call home in the Deep South. | found 
acommunity there that is kind, passionate, loving, friendly, ac- 
cepting, loyal, and wonderfully DIY. Oyle was and remains part 
of that community. We met at a show | was performing in and that meeting 


quickly turned into a friendship. 


HARVEY: How are you involved in the 
ATL Queer/Trans community? 


OYLE: I'm very vocal about being trans. 
| co-coordinate a group “Alphabet Soup’ 
that holds monthly meetings out of my 
house. I hope to help the other commu- 
nity members have access to resources 
that | never knew existed. I'm also queer 
and support LGB organizations and 
volunteer quite a bit. I'm an honorary 
member of the Panther Leather/Levi 
group that is a gay and lesbian leather 
club that has been fundraising for 
charitable causes in Atlanta for over 

25 years. 


What are five words that you think 
uniquely define the ATL community? 
Diverse, Stealth, Resilient, Kaleido- 
scope, Kinky. 


Is the ATL community a cat person ora 
dog person and why? 

The ATL community is a cat person 
because it is very individualized, there are 
lots of separate groups with their own 
identities and interests and trying to 
gather has always been a struggle. Not a 
pack mentality. 


Was there a particularly touching 
moment or story where the ATL 
Community came together in a manner 
that surprised you, touched your heart, 
or made you proud? 

There was an event held in September of 
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2012 that rocked the Atlanta Leather 
community pretty hard. There was a lot of 
conflict with wording in a leather contests 
rules that had previously not existed. The 
requirements of this state level contest 
stated that one must be of a biologically 
assigned at birth to run for the gendered 
categories, Mr. or Ms. It caused an uproar 
within the leather community locally 
because the community here is so 
accepting of gender and assigned sex 
and sexuality being different things. In 
support of trans inclusion within the 
leather community, some members 
created an informative flier that claimed 
“the T is not silent in LEATHER” and took 
action against the new contest that was 
created for “us.” 


This new contest was created as an 
international transgender title and is 
basically stating that | was not a Mr. and 
here is my own separate title over here | 
can't be involved with the other one. Even 
though, in previous years people with 
trans experience held local titles con- 
nected to the state contest. In protest of 
the new contest “created for us”, 
community members started wearing 
purple plaid ribbons for trans masculine 
inclusion and purple gingham ribbons for 
trans feminine inclusion. The other local 
contests made a point to express their 
inclusion of trans people in response. | 
am now affiliated with the producers of a 


bar contest because of their support and 
inclusion. | am a proud member of the 
Panther L/L group here in Atlanta. 


The amount of support within my local 
community was inspiring and many 
people still wear their purple plaid and 
Purple gingham ribbons to show support 
to this day. 


What aspects of being in the South 
directly impact this community's story 
or narrative? 


Struggle. We are a Southern state. There 
is no gay marriage, no trans benefits. Itis 
a fire at will state, there is no protection 
against discrimination based on gender 
identity or sexual orientation. There is a 
huge problem with the criminalization of 
sex workers here especially within the 
non-white trans feminine community. 
Right now our community in the state of 
Georgia is battling the “religious freedom” 
bill which with take away even more of our 
civil rights. 


If you could put 3 items in a time 
capsule to “encapsulate” the ATL 
community what would they be? 
1. Purple Plaid hanky 2. FTM Porn 
3. a MondoHomo shirt 


Were you raised in ATL? If not what 
brought you there? 

No, | was not raised here but | have lived 
here for 14 years at this point. | came 
here because it was the closest big city 
in the South. 


How did you first become involved with 
the ATL Activist Community? 

After a friend of mine suffered a debilitat- 
ing motorcycle wreck, | met a few key 
people involved with ATL activism. 

Ria and Kiki. There would always be 
events and fundraisers to go to. | started 
attending some of these events and 

they made you want to start becoming 
more involved. 


Who is your personal hero, inspira- 
tional bad ass, or co-conspirator? 

The late Ria Pell. She was the type of 
person that would never let you stand in 
the corner by yourself. She was always 
able to get you out of a funk with those 
big bear hugs that would change your day 
around. Over lots of talks and even more 
whiskey she would never give up on 
anyone. She had a great ability to force 
people to talk to each other by focusing 
on similarities rather than differences. In 
fact you are a witness to this, she was our 
dear friend and even in the celebration of 
her life, she was honored as a hero. We 
were not surprised but touched at the 
Atlanta community's response for a GLBT 
icon that held so much space in the 
Atlanta community. She crossed all 
borders and gaps. 


‘Oyle: Shirtless pic taken at the Atlanta Eagle. 
The outside images were shot on the 
grounds of the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Atlanta 
Perimeter at Ravinia, 


“The ATL community is a 
cat person” 
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y first introduction to the trans* community in Atlanta was 
at the 2012 Southern Comfort Conference. As a newly out 
trans man just getting started with my medical transition, | 
was pretty much petrified to be there. There were so many 
people, | felt completely overwhelmed. | had recently faced workplace 
discrimination and had lost a job over my gender identity. | didn’t feel 
like | fit anywhere, and went to the conference hoping to find other peo- 


ple who could understand what I was talking about and feeling. 


I met a few people at the conference, but 
still didn’t feel like | was a part of 
anything. All of that changed when | 
discovered Alphabet Soup. The group got 
its name from all of the letters that we use 
to identity ourselves and others (FTM, 
MTF, GQ, etc.). It’s a diverse group of 
trans* people and allies who support each 
other through the challenges that come 
with transition and everyday life and 
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provides a safe place for people to 
discuss their experiences and feelings 
and to work out strategies. Everyone is 
welcome and included in our group, 
regardless of gender, age, orientation, or 
stage of transition. Becoming a part of 


this group made all the difference for me. 


I had found my family. 


As a group, we've participated in the 
Trans* March and the Pride Parade at 


Atlanta Pride and were the only trans* 
group to march in the main parade. We've 
volunteered at the NGLTF’s Creating 
Change Conference when it was held in 
Atlanta, and have members who presented 
and were vendors at Southern Comfort 
Conference. We've sent members to the 
Trans Health Conference in Philadelphia. 
The event I’m proudest of was a clothing 
swap that was a cooperative effort 
between us and the Panthers L/L Club. 
The Panthers held a clothing drive among 
their members, friends and coworkers, and 
we sorted, organized, marketed and 
worked the event. Members of the trans* 
community who may not have felt 
comfortable trying on clothes in stores 
were able to come into a private space, 
shop, and try on without the pressures and 
judgment of others. One woman com- 
mented to me that it was the first time 
she'd been able to buy clothes she liked 
for herself, actually try them on, and not 
have to pretend they were for a girlfriend or 
sister. Sometimes it is the smallest things 
that make the biggest difference. 


While I'm really proud of the things that 
we've done as a group, | have to say that 
the individual friendships and support have 
been even more important to me. After 
having relationships with my biological 
family strained, my trans* family has 


picked up the slack. | know that if | ever 
need them, they will be there for me. | have 
people I can turn to for conversation, 
company, advice, a hug, or someone to 
say “Yeah, that sucks!” with me. | have 
friends who have been in my shoes and 
can tell me what their experiences were 
like. | have friends who are newer in their 
transition, and | can be that person for 
them. While all of us have different 
personal experiences, we share the experi- 
ence of being or supporting someone who 
doesn’t fit society's ideas of what our 
gender is supposed to be. 


Alphabet Soup is only one of many groups 
here in Atlanta for people of trans" 
experience. Some groups are more 
support based, while others focus more 
on social activism. There are groups 
specifically for trans men or trans women, 
and groups that are open to anyone, There 
are local doctors and therapists familiar 
with the trans" experience and well-versed 
in the Standards of Care. There are 
organizations, clubs, bars, and even 
churches that are open and accepting of 
all people. Of all of the places I could have 
lived, I feel extremely fortunate that | live 
here in Atlanta. 


THEHOTLANTAISSUE 47 


48 


ORIGINAL PLUMBING 


BY OYLE HARRISON 


uc | M 


y name is Christopher Dowdy. | was born back in 1987. 
lam atrans man, the youngest of six children and a Sev- 
enth Day Adventist Christian. | have been visually im- 
Paired since birth. My childhood was very interesting, to 
say the least. I learned a lot about myself at a very young 
age. | don’t look at my visual impairment as a disability 


anymore. | look at it as an ability to learn things differently. 


Currently | am playing Goalball for the state of Georgia. | am on the Board 
of Directors of the Climbing Life’s Mountains Project, Inc. | am the disabili- 
ties and outreach director for the state of Georgia. 


OYLE: What is Goalball? 


CHRISTOPHER: Goalball is a Paralympic 
sport played all over the world. It was 
created back in 1946 to give the wounded 
veterans that were blinded or made 
visually impaired something to do when 
they were no longer able to serve their 
countries. It is an indoor sport played ona 
basketball court. The part of the court that 
is used is a sizable volleyball court. The 
goals that are used are designed just like 
soccer goals but they are a little higher. 
‘There are six players that are on the court 
at one time, with three members from 
each team blindfolded. The ball we use is 
alittle bigger than a basketball made our 
of thick rubber and has three bells inside. 
Each player wears knee pads and elbow 
pads. We roll the ball as hard as we can, 
back-and-forth, to try to get it between 
the other players on the other end of the 
court. On each side there is a center a 
left-wing and right-wing. There are two 
referees and four line judges; these are 
the only sighted people on the court. 


How was transitioning experienced 
with your team? 

I was playing on the Atlanta Goalball team 
when | started my social transition back in 
2006. Shortly after that I started playing 
on the state of Georgia Goalball team. | 


started my medical transition back in May 
2009. We did not start having major 
problems until the end of the 2013 season. 
There were people saying that the only 
reason we were winning was because we 
have a boy on our team. It was brought to 
my attention that if | went with my team to 
the national championships we would be 
disqualified because of me. My coach had 
to answer questions about my medical 
transition. | was told that no major 
changes are made during the season and 
must be made when the season ends. | 
was very disappointed and hurt. | was told 
that the United States Association of blind 
athletes will be working on policies 
regarding transgender athletes. I think 
that | am the only transgender goalball 
player in this country. 


I know you are active in many ways 

- religiously, athletically and socially in 
dealing with trans issues. How do you 
juggle the responsibilities and always 
remain so positive? 

I pray a lot to get through challenges. | 
listen to Christian music. | understand that 
there is someone going through more 
difficult situations than | am. 


How has your faith helped you in 
your transition? 
| have been going to the Christian Record 
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“You don’t have to do much to make a difference in 
the world... A kind word goes a long way.” 


Services for the Blind camps every since 
2008. | started attending the church after 
my first Christian camp experience. The 
theme of camp council was “transforming 
lives.” My life has not been the same 
since. | started attending the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church June 7, 2008. | stopped 
attending the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church last year due to people being 
uncomfortable around me. | was loved 
and accepted when | was trying to be 
something that I'm not. When | started to 
be myself, | started to feel unwelcome and 
isolated. | was told that | was considered 
for a lot of positions in my local Seventh 
Day Adventist Church but was turned 
down in the meetings for every position 
because | would not act and dress like the 
women in the church. 


| was working with the youth. Young 
people can figure out when people are 
being dishonest. | did not want to come to 
church on Sabbath morning and act 
differently than | am the rest of the week. | 
took a leap of faith by being myself in 
church starting in May 2009. This is one 
thing that started to change. | have been 
attending The Gathering Place Worship 
Center in Atlanta Georgia (LGBTchurch. 
com). | have been going alittle over a year 
now, The Christian camp staff has been 
nothing but accepting of me. I explained 
everything to them last year. 


Ihave been attending support groups 
every since 2006 in the LGBTQQIPA 
Community. | am on the Board of 
Directors for The Climbing Life's Moun- 
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tain's for almost 2 years. We are in 
organization promoting equality for all. We 
are going to open up a home for the 
LGBTQQIPA Community in Winston- 
Salem, North Carolina, where our 
headquarters are located 


If you can change anything about the 
Atlanta community what would they be? 
The only thing that | would change about 
the LGBTQQIPA Community in Atlanta is. 
the accessibility to all people. | would 
make the reading materials accessible to 
everyone. | would make sure there are 
support groups all over the state. | 
would make sure they were newsletters 
so that everyone knew about the events 
in Georgia 


Do you have any words for our 
readers about becoming active 

in groups like this? 

| would like to encourage everyone to do 
all that you can to help transform as many 
lives as possible. | would like to encour- 
age everyone to remember how lonely you 
felt before you found the love and 
acceptance that you needed to become 
the person you are today. You don't have 
to do much to make a difference in the 
world. A kind word goes a long way. A 
kind smile can go even further than words. 
| would like to remind everyone to treat all 
other people the same way you want to be 
treated. Don't give up. Don't let anyone 
ever tell you that you can't be yourself. 


‘Christopher was photographed on the grounds of the 
‘Crowne Plaza Hotel, Atlanta Perimeter at Ravinia 
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